%0

The Case for Community

September 14, 2023

Your Relationship with God is Designed by God to Grow in Community
To Become ALL God Created You to Be Requires Community.

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. A deep sense of awe
came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and

wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they
had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in
need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity all the while praising God
and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their
fellowship those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47

Biblical Community Involves Belonging

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with
Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.
Romans 12:4-5

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has
given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given

you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If
your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God
has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift
for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

Romans 12:6-8

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to
what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring
each other.

Romans 12:9-10

Biblical Community Involves Engagement

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is
with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves,
and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we
all share the same Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13



Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot says, “l am not a
part of the body because | am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the
body. And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because | am not an eye,” would
that make it any less a part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how would
you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?

1 Corinthians 12:14-17

But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants

it. How strange a body would be if it had only one part! Yes, there are many parts, but
only one body. The eye can never say to the hand, “l don’t need you.” The head can’t
say to the feet, “l don’t need you.”

1 Corinthians 12:18-21

Biblical Community Involves Dependency

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27

We Can’t “One Another”, Without Another
Community Creates PROTECTION
Community Creates SUPPORT
Community Creates SIGHT

Get (or stay) engaged in Biblically — Centered Community.



