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agape — a pure, willful, sacrificial love that intentionally desires another’s highest good.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7,13

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing
new under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 1:9

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined
us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their
fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. In him we
were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were
included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who
is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1:3-14

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.



Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can
boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:1-10

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:36-40

“A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

John 13:34-35

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God.

1 John 4:7

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You
shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”and whatever other command there may be, are
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no
harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Romans 13:9-10

If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do not
have love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to
hardship that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
1 John 3:18

Do everything in love.
1 Corinthians 6:14

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But | tell
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you,
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”



Matthew 5:43-48

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love
lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we
will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is
no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first
loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God,
whom they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God
must also love their brother and sister.

1 John 7:16-21

“Agape is something of the understanding, creative, redemptive goodwill for all men. It
is a love that seeks nothing in return. It is an overflowing love; it's what theologians
would call the love of God working in the lives of men. And when you rise to love on
this level, you begin to love men, not because they are likeable, but because God loves
them.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out
of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached
peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him
we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:14-22

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching."

Hebrews 10:24-25

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which
he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to
their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with
water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain
or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After
all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as
Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one



flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church.
However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.

Ephesians 5:22-33

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. So from now on we
regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this
way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:
Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:14-21

“I'm a little pencil in the hand of a writing God, who is sending a love letter to the world.”
Mother Teresa



